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BE POET  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH. 
J.S.  RANfiON,  M.R.C.S,  , L.R.C.P.  , D.  P.  H. 
FOR  THE  YEAH  1951. 
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SECTION  A - Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  area. 


Area  in  acres 1172 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate)..  6083 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the 

Rate  Books  (End  of  1951) * 2075 

Rateable  Value  531,099. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £118.10.  7. 


Extracts  from  vital  statistics. 

Live  births  Total  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  85  49  36 

Illegitimate  32  1 

Still  births  11  0 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population 14*4 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)births  11.2 

Deaths  (Registrar  General's  estimate) * 77 

Death  rate  per  1,000  resident  population 12.6 

Death  rate  (corrected  by  comparability  figure 
of  0.81)  10.2 

Death  rate  of  infants  per  1,000  live  births...*.  22,7 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births 23*4 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 10 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages)...,.. 0 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 0 
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He.a.' ths  __at 

( registered 

Age  Group. 

Under  one  year 

1 and  under  2 years 

2 and  under  5 years 
5 and  under  15  years 
15  and  under  25  years 
25  and  under  35  years 
35  and  under  45  years 
45  and  under  55  years 
55  and  under  65  years 
65  and  under  75  years 
75  and  upwards 


Number  of  Deaths. 

2 

1 

1 


3 

4 
11 
10 
33 

Total  75 


SECTION  B health  services  of  the  area. 


A.  Public  Health  Officers. 

1 • J»  S » Pan  son,  a R , C * S » L.R.C.P.,  D • P,  H.  , 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


2.  S.N.  Pycroft,  M.I.M.C.E.  , M.S.I.A.  , A.M.I.S.E., 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 


B.  There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  following  services 
during  this  year0.  - 


1.  Laboratory  Services. 

2.  Ambulance  Services. 

3.  Nursing  in  the  home. 

4*  Clinics  and  treatment  centres. 

5.  Hospitals. 

SECTION  C - Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 

(Report  of  Mr.  S.N.  pycroft,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor). 

Inspection  made  during  the  year  1951. 

Number  of  inspections  made  and  re-inspected  *..193 


Nuisances  detected 89 

Nuisances  abated..,..., ~{G 

Informal  notices  served,...* 23 

Statutory  Notices  served 13 

Informal  notices  complied  with 14 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with 11 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


Samples  of  water  were  taken  throughout  the  year 
at  the  Parsonage  Street  Works , at  the  Head  Street  Works 
(used  only  as  a standby)  and  on  the  boosted  supply  in 
Mitchell  Avenue  and  Park  Fields  area.  All  the 
examinations  were  satisfactory. 

Particulars  of  Water  Supply. 


No.  of  houses  supplied  from  mains  2071 
No.  of  persons  therein  6008 
No.  of  houses  supplied  from  standpipes  3 
No.  of  persons  therein  5 


Source  of  supply.  It  was  mentioned  in  the  last 
report  that  at  the  end  of  1950  the  Council  finally 
decided  not  to  take  any  water  from  the  Rural  Council’ s 
Scheme.  This  decision  opened  the  way  at  last  for  the 
Urban  Council  to  make  long  term  improvements  to  their 
own  undertaking.  Provision  of  suitable  means  of 
getting  an  adequate  supply  of  water  out  of  the  ground 
took  first  place  in  the  list  of  things  to  be  done,  and 
the  construction  of  a new  bore  for  a second  and  larger 
submersible  pump  at  Parsonage  Street  was  selected  as  the 
best  method  to  use. 

Early  in  the  year,  the  Council  purchased  the 
equipment  that  would  be  required,  and  this  later 
proved  advantageous  to  them  as  prices  and  delivery 
periods  grew  higher  and  longer  as  time  went  by. 

The  licence  required  to  construct  the  new  bore  was 
received  in  September,  and  by'  the  end  of  the  year 
the  work  had  begun. 

Another  item  calling  for  early  attention 
was  the  supply  to  the  Park  Fields  estate  and  the 
high  level  area  South" of  "the"’  town.  A temporary 
boosting  arrangement  had  been  made  here  in  1947  - 
temporary  because  of  the  possibility  of  obtaining 
water  at  sufficient  pressure  from  the  Rural 
Council.  It  was  now  necessary  to  put  this  on  a 
safer  footing,  as  some  200  families  were  then 
depending  solely  on  this  supply,  and  the  temporary 
installation  had  no  duplication  for  use  in  case  of 
breakdown.  A scheme  was  prepared  and  the  equipment 
was  on  order  for  delivery  early  in  1952. 

The  town’s  storage  and  distribution  arrangements 
were  recognised  as  being  unsatisfactory,  but  no  major 
alteration  was  made. 

Sewerage . 

The  sewage  disposal  works  continued  to  produce 
an  unsatisfactory  effluent,  but  during  the  year  Messrs, 

A. P, I.  Cotterell  & Son  reported  on  them  and  the  Council 
gave  their  approval  to  a scheme  of  improvement  expected 
to  cost  some  £27,000.  One  section  of  the  scheme  dealt 
with  the  worn  out  sludge  pumping  plant,  and  the  Ministry 
of  Local  Government  and  Planning  were  being  pressed  to 
give  consent  for  this  work  as  a matter  of  urgency.  The 
consent  was  not  forthcoming  until  February,  1952, 
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The  surface  water  Se  we r a g e__s e heme  mentioned  in  the 
last  report  was  practically  complexes  during  the 
year.  This  conveys  surface  water  from  the  wnux« 
of  the  Park  Fields  estate  through  the  King  George 
Playing  Field,  and  under  the  Pailway  into  the 
Piver  Colne.  At  the  lower  end,  the  concrete 
tubes  are  33”  diameter,  and  throughout  the  scheme 
the  design  calculated  to  permit  the  drainage  of 
any  future  development  in  the  Park  Fields  area. 

During:  1951  the  nail  closets  in  Boxrnill 
Lane  were  converted  to  water  closets.  The 
number  of  pail  closets  in  the  District  from  which 
the  Council's  staff  had  to  dispose  of  the  nightsoil 
had  been  reduced  in  the  previous  post-war  years 
to  these  eight  premises,  where  a connection  to  the 
public  sewer  was  impossible.  The  only  solution 
to  the  problem  seemed  to  be  the  construction  of  a 
septic  tank  into  which  all  the  premises  could  be 
drained,  and  when  the  Council  agreed  to  pay  for  the 
tank  and  the  main  drain,  the  owners  had  the  rest  of 
the  work  done. 


SECT IOW  D HOUSING. 

During  the  year  32  new  Council  houses  and  flats 
were  erected  on  the  Park  Fields  estate,  which  is  now 
taking  shape,  and  fourteen  Old  People's  Bungalows  at 
Gourtauld  Close.  The  tenants  must  be  congratulated 
on  the  most  excellent  way  in  which  they  have  developed 
their  gardens,  and  this  together  with  the  attention  given 
to  the  entrance  at  Blamsters  Crescent  by  the  Council 
has  made  this  estate  a most  pleasing  asset  to  the  town. 

The  demand  for  houses  still  remains  high  but  many 
applicants  find  that  they  are  unable  to  afford  the  high 
rents  of  these  n ew  houses.  The  demand  for  flats  is  not 
so  high  but  those  built  have  served  a most  useful  purpose 
and  can  continue  to  do  so  in  the  future  by  finding  ; 
tenants  temporary  accommodation  whilst  waiting  for  a 
larger  house.  The  population  of  the  Town  had  not 
increased  at  the  last  Census,  and  therefore  it  seems 
that  in  the  near  future  the  demand  for  houses  must 
subside.  This  means  that  the  day  is  not  far  off 
when  drastic  action  by  the  Council  will  enforce  re- 
construction of  some  of  the  older  types  of  dwelling 
house. 


INSPECTION  01 1 DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Total  number  of  Houses  inspected  for  housing 

dc^euxs. 81 

No,  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.........  172 

No,  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfilr  for  human  habitation nil. 


No,  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  not  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation....  81 
No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  its 

officers. 6l 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
statutory  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  12 
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No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 


remedied  after  services  of  formal  notices  ......  11 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made.* .......  nil. 

No.  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
demolition  orders nil. 


No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made....  4 

No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  made  fit nil. 


SECTION  E - INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


No  carcases  were  condemned  during  the  year. 


The  following  food  supplies  have  been  surrendered 
and  condemned  during  the  year. 


Meat 

Ve getables 
Milk 
Pish 
Fruit 

Miscellaneous 


39  tins  and  38  lbs, 
12  tins, 

18  tins, 

7 tins. 

9 tins, 

798  tins. 


SECTION  F - PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  attached  table  shows  that  a number  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year  was 
low. 


Again  no  case  of  diptheria  was  notified,  no  case 
having  occurred  in  the  District  since  1941* 

The  immunisation  of  children  against  this  disease 
has  been  carried  on  as  in  former  years  and  the  high 
percentage  of  children  protected  has  been  maintained. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year . 

Disease  Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Total  Deaths, 

Notified,  to  Hospital. 

Infectious 
Jaundice  2 

Measles  26 

Whooping  Cough  23 
Scarlet  Fever  3 
Polio-Myelitis 
Cerebro-Spinal 
Fever  - 

Total  34 


Tuberculosis  - Cases  Notified. 


Adults.  Pulmonary 

Male 

2 

Female 

4 

Non-Pulmon a ry 

Male 

- 

Female 

- 

Children.  Pulmonary 

Male 

1 

Female 

- 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

- 

Female 

1 
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DEATHS  FROM  TUBER G ULO S I S . 


Under  one  year  0 

1 and  under  2 years  1 

2 and  under  5 years  0 

5 and  under  15  years  0 

15  and  under  25  years  3. 
25  and  under  35  years  0 
35  and  under  4 5 years  0 
45  years  and  over  0 


2 


SECTION  G FACTORIES  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

There  are  54  of  these  places  on  the  register*  24 
Inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  only  6 
defects  were  found  and  remedied. 


lo  Inspections  for  purposes,  of  provisions  as  to  health* 


PREMISES. 


No.  Register 0 No.  of  Inspections 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
section  1,2, 3? 4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities  19 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  35 

(iii)  Other  premises 

in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises)  - 

Totals  54' 


9 


15 


24  a 


2*  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


T_1 


ar ti on Ears * 


A puna  o P e me  c!  ?>  o d , 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Overcrowding  - 

Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  drainage  of  floor 
Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  3 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  3 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offence 
relating  to  outwork) 

Inadequate  ventilation  - 

Totals  Z 


3 

3 v 


Z 


No.  of  cases  in 
which  defects 

referred  by  H.  M 
Inspector. 


2 

1 


There  was  one  outworker  in  the  district. 
The  outworker  is  employed  in  G-lovemaking, 
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